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of that answer, the prisoner was found guilty of murder, and if
Dr. Gumpert does not agree to that verdict, then he ought to blame
the law, and not the medical witnesses.-I am, etc.,

Manchester, April 1st. J. DRESCHFELD, M.D.

SIR,-In the JOURNAL of March 30th there appears a letter
from Dr. Gumpert relating to the cause of death of Mr. John
Fletcher, who was drugged and robbed in a cab in Manchester by
Charles Parton, who has since been condemned to death. In this
letter there are made distinct charges of unjust judicial proceed-
ings, of incompetent -nalysis, and of carelessness or ignorance of
the medical witnesses: "the medical witnesses for the prosecutioil
......seemed to have entirely ignored the statement that only traces
of chloral could be detected in the stomach."
Concerning English law and chemical analysis I have now

nothing whatever to say; but as the one who made the post-
mortem examinatiou and gave much of the medical evidence I
feel bound to defend myself against the serious charges made by
Dr. Gumpert.
Inasmuch as I am at present preparing this interesting and

important case for publication, I shall not now go more fully into
the pro8 and cons of the matter, but can assure Dr. Gumpert that
the very greatest care and circumspection were used, as I was
fully aiive to the gravity of the charge made against Charles
Parton.

Secondly, I most strongly object to being called " a medical
witness for the prosecution." Perhaps I may be allowed to re-
mind your correspondent that in this country a practitioner
ordered to make a post-mnortem examination by a coroner gives
his evidence, first, on matters of fact, and, secondly, gives his
opinion to the best of his professional ability, and, if he is an
honest man, is absolutely unbiassed either towards the prosecu-
tion or the prisoner.

Thirdly, your correspondent's knowledge of the case was almost
certainly entirely derived from the newspaper reports, as he was
not seen about the courts (to my knowledge) on any day of the
trial, during every hour of which I was of course present. Now
these newspaper reports were not only most meagre, but were
most incorrect, the train of reasoning followed leeing frequently
entirely omitted.
One suggested inference in your correspondent's letter I should

like to correct at once: this is, that the analyst was chosen by
" our clever Manchester detective." This is absolutely erroneous.
The analyst was chosen by the proper authority, the City Coroner,
and the analyst chosen was Mr. Charles Estcourt, the analyst for
the city of Manchester.

Finally, if you will allow me to trespass further, I should like
to remark that Mr. Fletcher was undoubtedly dead when brought
to the Manchester Royal Infirmary. Dr. Gumpert maintains that
he did not die of chloral, but entirely omits to suggest what he
did die of. If Dr. Gumpert will make a suggestion as to the
cause of death, I will undertake to show the extreme improba-
bility of any other cause but that of chloral.-I am, etc.,

ERNEST S. REYNOLDS, M.D.Lond., M.R.C.P.,
Resident Medical Officer, Royal Infirmary, Manchester.

April 2nd.

THE CHAOS OF STATE MEDICINE.
SmR,-Most of us who have had even a slight experience of

Government departments in relation to matters medical can cor-
roborate Dr. Alfred Carpenter's statements as to the chaotic con-
dition of things which generally prevails, and as to the con-
temptuous neglect by officials of suggestions made by outsiders,
unless these happen to be in a position to draw public attention
to the matters in which they are interested either through the
press or through some member of the House of Commons. Most
of us, too, will agree with him that it is useless to look either to
Pall Mall or Lincoln's Inn Fields, or, I am afraid we must add
after reading his letter, to the British Medical Association either,
for the precise form of organisation that is needed to render medi-
cal opinion on matters affecting the lives, and health, and pockets
of the people effective for good with the powers that be. It seems
to me, therefore, that the time has come for the union of the
various bodies of medical men who serve the State in civil em-
ployment, whether as medical officers of health, poor-law medical
officers, factory surgeons, police surgeons, or other similar ways,
and the steady employment by suc7h a union of the two methods
of educating the pubiic mind to which I have already alluded,

namely, a judicious exposure of abuses from time to time in the
lay press, and a judicious questioning of Ministers from time to
time in the House of Commons.
As an example of what may be achieved by such means, I

would briefly refer to what has happened within my knowledge
in a public department, whose headquarters are situate not half a
mile from Charing Cross. Two years ago the chaotic condition of
the medical staff in this department was something almost in-
credible. Surgeons, when appointed, received no instructions as
to what their duties were, and had to pick up the routine of the
service from non-medical officials. Their pay was uncertain in
amount, and generally irregular in time of payment, sometimes
three, or even six, months behindhand, and even then not paid
without disputes, which seemed to be carried.on with the inten-
tion of further delaying payment. Their letters to the head office
even on matters affecting the sanitary condition of those under
their charge, were generaIly disregarded, and always unanswered.
Orders were issued to them which it was found impracticable to
carry out, and which, therefore, remained as so many dead
letters.
At last a meeting was called by a few active spirits; a com-

mittee was formed, and in less than a year a strong council, re-
presenting the majority of the rank and file, addressed represen-
tations to headquarters on a few of what seemed the most urgent
matters. Headquarters at first refused to recognise or deal with
this united action of ours in any way, but a threatened
question in the House of Commons, and a few articles in an even-
ing newspaper, which some of us had good reason to think were
written by a friendly hand, changed the aspect of affairs, 8o that
headquarters, at last thoroughly frightened, offered to do all that
we had asked for, except recognise our union, and, finally, agreed
even to that. Since then matters have gone on swimmingly be-
tween us and headquarters; every attention has been paid to our
complaints, and, if we have not always got what we wanted, we
have been satisfied that it was because even at headquarters there
was not always the power as well as the will to grant reasonable
demands, when these involved an expenditure of public money.

I think the moral of this story is plain, and I hope Dr. Carpenter
will have no difficulty in reading it. Instead of crying to Hercules,
let us put our shoulders to the wheel, and, by the united effort of
medical men in the civil service of the State, secure for members
of our profession their proper recognition and status. If Dr.
Carpenter will lead the way in such a movement, I shall be proud
to follow him.-I am, etc.,
Dulwich. H. NELSON HARY.

THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS AND ITS MEMBERS.
SiR,-Will you kindly allow me, through your columns, to make

a suggestion or two to those who are promoting the Parlia-
mentary Bill designed to bring about the reform of the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons of England?

I need not state that I am in hearty sympathy with the A8so-
ciation of Members of the College, being, indeed, an er-oj7ic
member of the Executive Committee, as one of the local sec-
retaries.
The attitude of the Council of the Royal College towards its

Members is, in my opinion, as intolerable as it is unjustifiable ;
and it is not only because this is so different to the relations
which subsisted in former periods of the guild's history; but
the exclusiveness sought to be perpetuated is, in these days of
extended political franchise, no less than a slur upon, and an
affront to the improved educational status of, the whole body
corporate. Therefore, whilst I am prepared to approve the action
of the Associstion so far as it is consistent with dignity and dis-
cipline, yet I think it only right to remember that there is already
a large leaven ot liberality even amongst the members of the
Council itself, and this will no doubt increase as the ultra-con-
servative members dlisappear in the natural order of things, and
particularly through the incalculable boon granted in the recent
supplementary Charter of enabling Fellows to vote by proxy.

I would suggest that in the Parliamentary Bill the following
changes be made in the grades of Diplomates; that instead of
Fellows and Members only a new class be formed of Licentiates.

(a) The Fellows should be elected, and subject to no special
examination.

(b) The Members should be required to paus the same stringent
and complete examination as now required of the Fellows, and
not less than about 25 or 26 years of age, and already Licentiates.


